THE 


ANSWER. 
GOVERNOUR. 


Company of White-Pa per-Makers Þ 


To the Petition of the Nine Paper-Sellers, on the behalf of Themſelves and Others; And ts 


the ſeveral Objections that are fiill raiſed againſt the ſaid Company. 
SNAG; HE {aid Paper-Sellers having perſwaded divers Perſons to deliver their feveral Petitions to this Ho- 
)S/AUUI N ly Z4 nourable Houſe, with deſign to obſtru& the paſſing the Companies Bill this preſent Seſſions of 
SACS 7, Parliament; and the Company having fully anſwered the faid Petitions before the Honourable 
| Committee, the ſaid Paper-Sellers have alſo exhibited other Petitions in their own Names, and 
] have endeavoured, with ſpecious Pretences, to prevail with ſeveral worthy Members of this Ho- 
5 nourable Houſe (who were not preſent at any of the Committees upon the ſaid Bill) to oppoſe 


n.En 
for the 4 i : 

'The Eftabliſhment therefore of the ManufaQture of writing and Printing-Paper in Exgland, if prejudicial to any of the 
SubjeRs, it muſt be either to the Paper-Makers, to the Paper+Sellers, or to the Paper-Buyers. 

To the firſt the Company anſwer, That they do with all humble Submiſtion acquieſce in the wiſe Determination of the 
Honourable Committee, upon ſeveral Hearings that were before them between the Company and the faid Brown-Paper- 
Makers, and wherein they have been pleaſed to manifeſt how tender they have been of the Brown-Paper-Makers, in reſer- 
ving to them the free Exerciſe of their Trades and Callings as fully as ever they had : Inſomuch that there is not a Brown- 
Paper-Maker in Exglend can ſhow one Sheet of Paper of any ſort of his making, but the Committee have reſerved to the 
faid Brown-Paper-Makers the Freedom and Liberty of making the ſame. And further, have granted them fo great a Lati- 

- - tude in making ſeyeral ſorts of Paper excluſive from the Company, which the ſaid Brown-Paper-Makers never yet could 


make, that unleſs they very much improve themſelves, there muſt be aboye 40000 Reams of the faid forts of Paper im- 


ported every year from foreign Parts for the neceſſary Supplies of this Nation, by which it is moſt evideat that the Brown- 
Paper-Makers cannot be prejudiced by the paſſing this Bill. | | 


' How far now it may be injurious to the Paper-Sellers is the Queſtion, In Anſwer to which we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
the Monopelizing Paper-Sellers, who promoted and ſubſcribed the Petition, and thoſe Numbers of them mentioned there- 
in; ſeveral of whom diſown the ſaid: Petition, and have wiſh'd the Company might be ſucceſsful in their Undertaking, 
that ſo they might be able to ſupply themſelves with Paperat the Companies Warehouſe, and not be obliged to run to theſe 
Wholeſale Paper-Sellers Shops, who (for that reaſon) do now oppoſe the Company. For it is very obſervable that though 
they ſay the Paper-Sellers are yery numerous, yet theſe Monopolizing Paper-Sellers were not ahle to procure more than two 
Hands to their ſaid Petitition beſides their own, though great Endeavours were aſed by them to perſwade ſeveral others, 
who refuſed to ſubſcribe the ſame. So that as the Company have formerly ſet forth, the Perſons injured by paſſing this 
Bill will come into a narrow Compaſs ; for our ſeven Monopolizing Paper-Sellers having more Paper in their Hands than is 
inall Exgland beſides, they commonly buying up almoſt all the Paper that is imported, and the greateſt part of the Engliſh 
Paper made by the Brown-Paper-Makers, they want nothing to compleat their Monopoly, but to get all the Paper the Com- 
pany makes, and to oblige all other Paper-Sellers to buy it again of them at their own Prices ; which the Company refuſing 
ro comply with, as being unjuſt and unreaſonable, is the only Cauſe that theſe Monopolizing (or, as they call themſelyes, 
V's holefaſe) Paper-Scllers, have raiſed fo great Oppoſition againſt the paſſing the Companies Bull. | 

As to the Paper-Buyers there can lie no ObjeCtion on their Parts, though theſe Whole-Sale Paper-Sellers have ende$- 
youred to poſſeſs them that the Eſtabliſhment of the ſaid ManufaQture will be- injurious to their reſpeQive Trades, but 
there are few have had {o little Senſe as to believe ſo great an Abſurdity, as that the making White-Paper in England, and 
thereby cauſing a greater Plenty, can be injurious to thoſe that expend the ſame. 

The Premiſes therefore being conlidered and examined, it will plainly appear that there are not above ſeven or eight Mo- 
nopolizing or Wholeſale Paper-Sellers who can be injured by the paſſing the faid Bill; the Paper-Makers having free Liber- 
to follow their Trades as formerly ; the ſmaller Paper-Sellers will by means of the Company be ſet upon an even Level 

with the Whole-ſale Paper-Sellers, who now, like overgrown Trees, keep all the leſſer Traders from thriving, and the Na- 


tion will be ſupplied with their own ManufaQture: all which the Company humbly ſubmit to the Conſideration and wiſe 
Determunation of this Honourable Houſe, | | 


\ 


